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The priests were to have the Bread of the Presence before the
Lord, always.

The Bread of the Presence is literally translated as Face of God.

The priests treated and revered the Bread as God’s perpetual
presence in the Tabernacle and as the bread of the Face of
Almighty God.

The Bread was the Sabbath sacrifice, the “most Holy” sacrifice.

“Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the
face of the Lord God, the God of Israel” (Ex 34:23; 23:17)

It seems reasonable to conclude that for ancient Jews, the Bread
was not the actual face of God, but an earthly sign of his face.

The Eucharist became known as Bread of the Face of Christ.

B Every Christian has the “duty” of “keeping the feast” not by eating the
flesh of the lamb, but by eating the flesh of the Word, that is, the flesh of
the divine Word who became incarnate.

B Through the new Passover feast of the Eucharist, the Christian “passes
over” from the things of this world to things of God.
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As Jesus passed by an area near Jerusalem, He saw a man
blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so
the works of God might be mad visible through him. We
have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is
day. Night is coming when no one can work. While | am in
this world, | am the light of the world.” When he said this,
he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and
smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and
washed, and came back able to see.
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T The Appearance to the seven disciples after the
Resurrection.

After Jesus’ appearance in the main Gospel, John revealed Jesus’
presence at the Sea of Tiberius together with Simon Peter, Thomas
(called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons:
James and John. Peter said to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to
him, “We also will come with you.” So they went out and got into a boat
and that night they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus
was standing on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?”
They said to him, “No.” So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right
side of the boat and you will find something.” So they cast it and were
not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. So the disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he put on his clothes, for he was stripped for
work, and sprang into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for the were not far from the land, but
about 100 yards off.
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The Gospel of John was chosen to be the commentary of
this talk as a preliminary presentation that incorporated
some of the discussions from the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
influence the Essenes had in the life and ministry of Jesus.

It was unique in discussing the impact of John the Baptist on
the beginning of the Gospel, especially, the Prologue.

The Beloved Disciple was a follower of John the Baptist and
carried on with beliefs of the Qumran settlement near
where the Jordan River came into the Dead Sea and where it
is believed the Essenes resided, at least nearby.

Whereas the Sadducees, Pharisees, Chief Priests, and other
Jewish ecclesiastical leaders opposed Jesus from the very

beginning, the Essenes supported Jesus throughout his
ministry.



T When the Pharisees tried to stone Jesus, he would back away and
go to Bethany-beyond-the-Jordan, until there was a feast day
celebration in Jerusalem, and he would come in and run
broadside into his opposition. Then, he would have to back off to
Lower Galilee or Bethany-Jerusalem or Bethany-beyond-the-
Jordan until he came back to Jerusalem.

T The Essenes owned an Essene Quarter in Jerusalem, and Jesus
was received as a friend. Also located there was the upper room
where Jesus had the Last Supper, foot washing, and other
gatherings in friendly quarters. Also, the post-resurrectional
appearances were probably held in the locked upper room.

T The seven or eight miraculous occurrences in the Gospel of John
showed forth that Jesus was beyond space, time, distance, and
matter as well as earthly and Heavenly occurrences.
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