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THE CASTLE OF CHARNY

DOROTHY CRISPINO

A perplexing notice in Courtépée* says that the castle of Charny was "demolished under
Louis Xl around1614". In that year, the King of France was only thirteen years old; and he
who so systematically had castles demolished was Richelieu, whose real power dates from
1624 when, as Prime Minister, he took affairs of state into his own steely hands. Oee of th
three aims pursued, and successfully, by Richelieu was to break the power of the "Grands";
princes, nobles, rich seigneurs who had risen in revolt against the crown. But the count of
Charny, Charles Chabot, seigneur of Tanlay, was loyal to Louis XlllfanKing and
Church gave his life at the battle of Montauban (1621).

The seigneurie of Charny had been elevated to a comte by Duke Philippe the Good, around
1456, in favor of Pierre de Bauffremont, who had married the duke's natural daughter, Marie
de Bairgogne.

Referring to the official acts of a 1638 court proceedings, Courtépée quotes a few lines, and
the description of the chateau is prefaceddulys, formerly, in days gone by: Formerly the

keep was provided with ten towers built of freestone, witbovered passage; the main
buildings had two wings; a vast outer bailey; wide and deep moats. Moreover, "Time seems
to have respected the chapel; from very far, one side can be seen, which announces its
solidity and the past grandeur of its masters.” @pée wrote the Charny notice between
1779 and 1781, when he sent the first draft of his book to the editor.

Charny caps the top of a hill which rises abruptly above the plains. A good road from the
plains begins to slope steeply upward, passing theesedtthouses of Villeneuv@us

Charny; along this stretch, stone walls, strangled in briars, mark the outer defenses of the
medieval village. The crest of the hill, at 530m, commands a vast panorama over fields and
plains, joyous in summer fertility, undarsky which is clearly heaven's forecourt. Over the
endless circle of the plains, no enemy could advance unseen, even had there been more forest
than today. Far in the distance,

* COURTEPEE ET BECUILLETDescription du Ducéde Bourgognevol. IV, 3rd Edition,
Guenegaud, Paris 1968, pp. 112, 128, 166.
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The well.



