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Frontal view of the Shroud 
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THE SHROUD OF TURIN: 

VIEWPOINT OF A FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST* 

 

ROBERT BUCKLIN, M. D., J.D. 

 

For four centuries, a piece of linen cloth, 4.3 x 1.1 meters in size and bearing the frontal 

and dorsal images of a human body, has been kept in Turin, Italy. Individual and group 

scientific studies have been performed on this cloth, known as the Shroud of Turin. The 

most exhausting study was done in 1978
1
. 

 

Prior to 1978, nearly all studies of the Shroud of Turin were based on examination of 

photographs, the best of which were those made by G. Enrie in 1931. As a result of those 

studies, there has been general agreement among medical investigators that there is a 

human image and blood deposits on the cloth. These opinions were based on the physical 

appearance of the image and the stains considered to be blood. The body image is that of 

an adult human male. The proportions of the body are generally realistic and support the 

anatomic opinion that the image represents a human form. There are no elements of the 

image which do not conform to this conclusion and there are many features of the figure 

which are typical of a human. Details of facial features, including eyes, nose and hair are 

examples. The conformations of the upper and lower extremities, as well as the chest, 

abdomen and back are clearly those of a human. The umbilicus can be identified and is in 

its proper anatomic location. The genital area is covered by the image of the crossed 

hands so that no details are seen. It is not within the scope of this paper to discuss the 

theories of origin of the body image on the cloth, but there is no doubt that contact 

between the body and the cloth was a most important factor in the development of the 

image and the transfer of blood from body to cloth
2
. 

 

The characteristics of bloodstains are quite clear and these blood deposits are in sharp 

contrast to the imprint of the body. In many instances, the bloodstains overlie the body 

imprint, while in other places on the cloth, they appear outside the body image. The origin 

of these spatially removed stains cannot be fully explained at this time. Positioning of the 

body during its placement in the burial cloth may account for some of them. There is 

evidence to suggest that some of the blood deposits on image areas antedate the 

development of the 

 

*A shorter version of this article appeared in LEGAL MEDICINE ANNUAL, W.B. Saunders, Philadelphia, 

in the July 1982 issue. 
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Dorsal view of the Shroud 

 


