
An Academic Scandal 
The British Museum gave its name and weight to the 1988 Carbon 14 result and 
the verdict that The Shroud of Turin was nothing more than crude mediaeval 
forgery - .. . "faked up and flogged off " It's then employee - Prof. Michael Tite -
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(centre) was appointed by 
Turin as an independent 
invigilator of the test. 

We now know that sometime 
after his appointment his 
independence was 
compromised by secretly 
accepting the promise of a 
senior position with the 
Oxford Radio Carbon Unit. 
This appointment depended 
on Oxford not only being 
appointed as one of the C14 
labs chosen to carry out the 
test but also being able to 
demonstrate the certainty 
with which it could place 
accu rate dates on the 
flimsiest of samples . 

Despite the fact that Prof. 
Tite has been forced to 
accept that his original 
"crude forgery" verdict 
cannot be sustained the 
British Museum refuses to 
re-open the question of its 
damning pronouncement. 

In doing so The British 
Museum, under Hartwig Fischer, bas shown itself to be unworthy of any scholarly 
investigation which requires genuine independence. What is it afraid of? 
David Rolfe, Editor, BSTS Newsletter. 2018. 
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