
1 

 

Bibliography of Major Sources Pertaining to the Events of 

the 1988 C-14 Dating of the Shroud of Turin 
 

Joseph G. Marino 
 

Introduction 

 

     In 1978, the Shroud of Turin, the reputed burial cloth of Jesus of Nazareth, was 

studied for 5 days around the clock by a mostly American team known as the “Shroud of 

Turin Research Project” (STURP).  The team’s main task was to solve the question of 

how the image got on the cloth.  They were unable to do so.  However, all of the data 

they amassed and analyzed strongly suggested that the Shroud was an authentic ancient 

burial cloth, which corresponds closely to the treatment the New Testament says 

happened to Jesus.  Most people are aware of the fact that the linen underwent a 

radiocarbon (C-14) dating in 1988.  Most people also know that the 3 labs involved, 

Oxford, Zurich and Arizona, announced that the results of the testing indicated that the 

cloth dated to AD 1260-1390, more than 1,200 years after Jesus’ time.  Although STURP 

had the most experience with the Shroud and had submitted a proposal for the C-14 test, 

various political maneuvers were successful in getting them eliminated from the testing.  

What many people do not know is that even from the period that preceded the actual test, 

there were significant concerns about the protocol, the original one having been 

discarded.  After the testing, researchers were startled to find out facts such as: 

 *Although all of the proceedings were to have been videotaped, the actual   

  depositing of the samples into the containers was not. 

 *Although the 3 labs had agreed to not let any outsiders view the testing, an   

  author, who was allowed inside one of the labs during their testing, had his 

  book, The Shroud Unmasked, printed 2 weeks before the official   

  announcement of the dating results. 

*There were at least 3 different versions of the sizes and weights of the samples  

given by those directly involved in the cutting of the sample. 

*After the dating, Oxford, one of the 3 labs involved in the testing, was given 

 an anonymous 1 million £ donation for ostensibly having proven the  

 Shroud was a fake.  Shortly thereafter, the head of the lab, Prof. E.T. Hall 

 resigned, and the person who replaced him was Dr. Michael Tite of the 

 British Museum, who had been the overseer of the Shroud C-14 dating 

 project.   

     There have been many books and articles written about the events surrounding the 

dating.  Some of the entries listed here are for material that has been written by those who 

interviewed the participants and/or have done significant research into the various facts.  

Some of the entries are for material authored by the testing participants.  Those who were 

directly involved are highlighted in the entries; they are either the author themselves (2 

asterisks next to their names) or were interviewees (1 asterisk next to names of 

interviewers).  I have included at the end a brief biographical description for those who 

were directly involved in the testing.  I have only included material that pertains to the 

methodology of the preparation, the actual operation, or the aftermath of the project and 
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concomitant questionable data resulting from this methodology.  I have not included any 

entries for materials pertaining to various hypotheses that have been put forth to explain 

why the dating was not first century, e.g., being skewed due to radiation from the 

Resurrection, contaminations, or repairs.  (Of course, these hypotheses may be 

peripherally mentioned in some of the sources.) 

     I have divided the sources into 2 main sections, one containing books, Shroud 

conference presentations, journal articles, internet articles, newspaper articles and 

releases from various groups; the other contains letters-to-the-editor.  Although by their 

very nature, there is not a significant amount of material in the letters, they are important 

due to the fact that many of them were written by those directly involved in the testing, 

and thus they contain important information.  For the Italian and French sources cited, I 

have relied heavily on Emanuela Marinelli’s paper “The setting for the radiocarbon 

dating of the Shroud,” presented at a Shroud conference in Valencia, Spain in April 2012.  

(See http://tinyurl.com/cammkgx.) 

     One last note regarding a non-literary source:  an Italian documentary called “The 

Night of the Shroud,” whose subject is the background and politics of the 1988 C-14 

dating, was shown on Italian TV in 2011 and premiered in the United States in 2012.  It 

actually won several honors at the Los Angeles film awards.  It is expected to be 

available in DVD format in the fall of 2012. 

 

 

SECTION I – BOOKS/CONFERENCE 

PAPERS/ARTICLES 
     

 

ALLEGRI, R.  Abbasso la scienza, la Sindone è sacra, in Gente 46, 1988, pp. 15-17. 

 

ANDERSON, Ian.  Vatican Undermines Tests on Turin Shroud, in New Scientist, January 

21, 1988, pg. 21. 

 

ANGELICO, B.  Sindone, il sudario strappato, in Epoca 1981 (1988), pp. 147-154. 

 

**[ARCHDIOCESE OF TURIN].  Turin Workshop on Radiocarbon Dating of the Turin 

Shroud—29 September through 1 October 1986.  Reproduced in Appendix “D” in 

Wrapped Up in the Shroud:  Chronicle of a Passion by Joseph G. Marino (St. Louis:  

Cradle Press), 2011, pp. 243-249. 

 

BERCHI, M.  (Un) test molto indiscreto, in Il Sabato, November 19-25, 1989, pp. 29-30. 

 

BERRY, A.  Turin Shroud professor raises £1m for Oxford post, in The Daily Telegraph, 

March 25, 1988, pg. 7. 

 

Bollettino della Sala Stampa della Santa Sede, 310, August 18, 1990, in Sindon - Nuova 

Serie 2, 1990, pp. 17-18.  [Author is anonymous.] 

 

http://tinyurl.com/cammkgx
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*BONNET-EYMARD, Bruno.  One Year After the Verdict of the 13 October 1988—The 
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*BONNET-EYMARD, Bruno.  (The) Holy Shroud is as Old as the Risen Christ, in The 

Catholic Counter-Reformation in the XXth Century, May, 2000, No. 330, pp.29-42.  
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*BONNET-EYMARD, Bruno.  Holy Shroud:  Why Shilly Shally, My Lord?  The 

Catholic Counter-Reformation in the XXth Century, December, 1995, No. 281, pp.19-20.  
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BOYCE, David.  Dr. Tite in Surrey, The Catholic Counter-Reformation in the XXth 

Century, March, 1990, No. 227, pp. 23-24. 

 

BRUNATI, Altro che rammendi! La datazione della Sindone è tutta un falso, in 

Collegamento pro Sindone Internet, May, 2005 

 http://www.sindone.info/BRUNATI1.PDF. 

 

BRUNATI, Ernesto. Considerazioni sui vari rapporti pubblicati in merito alle operazioni 

di datazione della Sindone, in La datazione della Sindone, Atti del V Congresso 

Nazionale di Sindonologia, Cagliari, April 29-30, 1990, Edicar, Cagliari, 1990 pp. 112-

120. 

 

BRUNATI, Ernesto. (La) corrispondenza con “Radiocarbon” sulla datazione della 

Sindone, in Collegamento pro Sindone Internet, February, 2006, 

 http://www.sindone.info/BRUNATI2.PDF. 

 

BRUNATI, Ernesto.  Dobbiamo convincerci che il risultato del passaggio conclusivo del 

rapporto su "Nature" è stato falsificato, in Collegamento pro Sindone, May-June, 1993, p. 

50-56. 

 

BRUNATI, Ernesto.  I conti non tornano!, in Il Telo 3, 1997, pp. 14-16. 

 

http://www.sindone.info/BRUNATI1.PDF
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Symposium Scientifique International, Rome, June 10-12, 1993, OEIL-F.-X. de Guibert, 
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*BRUNATI, Ernesto.  Lettera aperta al Prof. Franco Testore, in Collegamento pro 
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Collegamento pro Sindone, May-June, 1997, p. 34-39. 
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BULST, Werner.  Some Comments on the Turin Shroud After the Radio Carbon Test, in 

The Catholic Counter-Reformation in the XXth Century, September-October, 1989, No. 
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CARBON, P. Bourcier De.  Bilan du Symposium Scientifique International de 1989, in 

L’identification scientifique de l'Homme du Linceul: Jésus de Nazareth, Actes du 

Symposium Scientifique International, Rome, June 10-12, 1993, OEIL-F.-X. de Guibert, 

Paris, 1995, pp. 17-19. 

 

CASCIOLI, R.  Sindone, chi ha barato, in Avvenire, May 12, 1989, pg. 5. 

 

*CASE, T.W.  The Shroud of Turin and the C-14 Dating Fiasco, White Horse Press, 
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*CORNWELL, John.  Science and the Shroud, in The Tablet, January 14, 1988, pp. 36-
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http://www.shroud.com/nature.htm
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